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The Society of Chemical Industry (SCI) is an interdisciplinary network connecting industry, research and consumer
affairs at all levels throughout the world. Founded in London in 1881 and New York in 1894, SCI provides
opportunities for forward-looking people in the energy, water, agriculture, food, pharmaceuticals, materials,
construction, and environmental protection sectors to exchange ideas and gain new perspectives on markets,
technologies, strategies and people.
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Four thousand years ago bouncing rubber balls were a fundamental part of the religious rituals of the Indians
who preceded the Mayas of Central America. Two hundred years ago the material was virtually unknown in
Europe and it is only in the last eighty years that it became possible to produce a rubber vulcanizate with
properties not dissimilar to those of today’s material.

The  history and social significance of rubber is a fascinating topic which can  only  be  touched  on  in  a  talk
of this length. Nevertheless it is possible  to take snapshots through history to put together a story which I
believe  to  be  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  Man’s  development; an adventure  which  has  given us, in
the space of only a few generations but also  at  the cost of countless millions of lost lives, a material which
is absolutely fundamental to modern society.

This talk does not consider modern rubber usage per se but an instructive exercise is to consider how often,
and in what guise, you meet rubber throughout the day. Start with the pipe seals and washers that help to
get water from your local source to your shower or kettle.  At the end of the day, imagine life without it and
thank – or curse - the people you will hear about who made this possible.

Please note: that this meeting is free for all;
and in keeping with the season, wine and mince pies will be served following the meeting!
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To find out more about this unique society, please tick the box
 or contact: SCI Recruitment on T: +44 (0)20 7598 1578; E: membership@soci.org

To register, please fill in your details below and return to: Ms Nicole Honeyghan
SCI, 14/15 Belgrave Square, London, SW1X 8PS, UK
T: +44 (0) 20 7598 1566, F: +44 (0) 20 7235 7743, E: nicole.honeyghan@soci.org
Wine and mince pies will be served following the meeting.

Blood, Sweat and Bouncing Balls: The Amazing and Turbulent History of Rubber
Thursday 7 December 2006 at 17.50

I will attend the lecture only

Please tick the appropriate box
I will be present for refreshments after the lecture

I am a SCI member

I am a non-SCI member

PLEASE NOTE THAT UNSIGNED FORMS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED
CANCELLATIONS  Please email nicole.honeyghan@soci.org if you would like to cancel your place or send a substitute. Should unforeseen
circumstances occur, SCI reserves the right to alter the content of the programme and cancel or postpone any of its meetings and conferences
without notice or, in the case of complete cancellation, liability to enrolled delegates.
DATA PROTECTION: The personal information included on this form will be used by the SCI only and will not be disclosed to any third
parties.  Please tick if you do not wish to be sent details of any future similar meetings or other SCI services.


